Children's Views - analysis and
connecting with the ASL Review
Analysis of children’s views from direct work
My Rights, My Say looked at what children said about why they wanted to change
schools in placing request reports. We found five common themes:

The level of understanding and support from teachers
The young person felt they “couldn’t attend” their current school
The sensory environment was not suitable – too loud, too busy
Relationships with teachers and pupils
Feelings of anxiety or feeling trapped
What young people are telling us they need to make school work for them is
supported by the findings of the ASL Review and the recommendations of the
Action Plan which followed it:

Additional Support for Learning Action Plan:
Rec1: Children and young people must be listened to and involved in all
decision making relating to additional support for learning. Co-creation
and collaboration with children, young people and their families will
support more coherent, inclusive and all-encompassing policy making
which improves implementation, impact and experience.
Rec 5.1.2: All teachers understand what additional support needs are
and are clear about their role in supporting the identification of additional
support needs and the need to adapt their teaching to ensure a
meaningful learning experience for all their learners.
Rec5.1.3: All teacher education and development includes nationally
specified practice and skill development in supporting learners with ASL
needs as a core element.

Listening to children is the key. Their views can help us unlock barriers and
empower staff to create learning environments where every child can flourish and
fulfil their potential.
Our analysis of children’s views in what drives placing requests suggests that if we
are to ensure that children are fully involved in decisions, then the workforce also
has a right to be provided with the skills and knowledge to make a relationshipbased, cultural adjustment where all children feel accepted.

How My Rights, My Say can help
My Rights, My Say provides multiple ways for children and young people to exercise
their rights to access support and advice and to be involved in decisions about their
education. The significance of our role as a Children’s Service is acknowledged in the
first recommendation of the ASL Action Plan, alongside Scottish Government’s
commitment to continue to fund and support us.
My Rights, My Say’s Children’s Views service can be used by staff involved in
supporting a child in school (teachers, head teachers) and by local authority staff.
We have created an eLearning module to help teaching staff reflect on their practice
of supporting children with additional support needs. Click here to access the
Children in Scotland eLearning hub where you can register and access the My Rights,
My Say eLearning module:
https://childreninscotland.clcmoodle.org/local/roadmaplogin/login.php
We also have resources for the classroom to support teachers to raise awareness
of additional support needs and child rights.

https://myrightsmysay.scot

